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From Commoner to Coronet is based on the 18th century Berkeley 
Family, and the well-researched book Mary Cole — Countess of 

Berkeley, written by Hope Costley-White in 1961. Her interest was 
piqued when perusing a document entitled: ‘Minutes of Evidence taken 
before the Committee of privileges on the Earl of Berkeley’s pedigree, 

1799 and Minutes of Evidence given before the Committee of Privileges 
to whom the petition of William Fitzhardinge Berkeley, claiming as of 
right to be Earl of Berkeley, was referred, 1811.’ From Commoner to 
Coronet was first performed at Convent Garden Museum Theatre in 

2008. 
  
 
 

About the author 
 
Beatrice Holloway is a playwright and author who has been writing children’s stories 
since 2014. In 2015, Beatrice was appointed Children’s Storyteller on Hillingdon 
Narrowboats Association. The London Borough of Hillingdon library service has 
published two of her children’s stories and awarded her with a Certificate of merit — 
‘In recognition of an outstanding contribution to the Arts’. Beatrice was also awarded a 
Lottery Grant to write a commissioned historical play: Commoner to Coronet. 

Two adult books, A man from the North East and Elusive Destiny were re-printed in 2018, 

while a third novel, Archie’s Children, is due for publication in 2019. 

Beatrice is a retired teacher and a member of The Society of Women Writers and 

Journalists and the Society of Authors. 
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